
fore& ean b what it was bedbe. 

is natthenaaurafhofwatera& 
83rnply not m e  problam &at can 
"cap" that you &kc off tiad put back (%mvery sfF6rtE) which is the i m p d o n  that 
$ m a  pro-dnjng intemts make. E* that was ttLe firest is &;OM. ft i9 no mom 

We all live do- Tlse pagtRS-4 staWc is that only ...(ul.2% of strews) m e  
covtned by valley dl18 iian I985 to 2003." Thig swtsment ntinirnimbi tbe avtgatf affect 
dwby fJTj$. A tot& MUU& I 
hallera w h  tbe wn i L o f h  
m e i n s ,  h d m  not the way 
unimpeded water to those dowwtmm. f am mindful that it is Ule w a i n @  W % 
bdng taken away, so th& water A m  fa* and quicker right fi-om thrt beghwdng. 

y view. The EB i* d 
wlytim rnbunlpdntg, mining ars we do tod&yy. 

--- -- -- 
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----- Forwarded by David Rii4erK1IUSEPMJS o t ~  0110712004 03:42 PM ----- 
"j jalefra@lans~-t .c 
om" Cjalefra To: fW Mountainto@EPA 

CC: 

0 1/06/2004 0257 Subject: Please Stop Destsucitve Mountnintop Removal 
Mxnitlg 

PM 

Dear Mr. John Pormn, Projecl Managel; 

Please stop the destruction of mountaintop removal mining. 

John L 
(ddress withheld) 
(address withheld), CA 00000 
jalefra(~lanset.coln 

Mr. fohn Fomn 
L?.S. W A  (SEAJO) 
1650 Arch Street 
Philadelphia. PA 14103 

Dear Mr. Punen: 

.- ,- 
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Slome Lamb 

"Lamb, Sloane T." 
<I,amhST@brnstetn To: R3 Mountuntop@FFPA 
.corn> cc: senaloxC-9wyden.senaEeegov3 ort;~onC~~smith.sen~tc.gov~ 

wate.eari@mail.house gev 
Subject: Draft EIS mountaintop coal mining 

0 l/O6/2OO4 1 2:04 
Phl 

Denr Mr. Forren: 

Thank you for the opportunity to comrne~kt QiI the Draft Ewironmta! 
Impact 
Sfatemcnl @IS) on mountaintop coal mining and associated valley filb 
ixi 

Appalachie. 

Mountamtop coal m~ning and valley filfs have ciaused widespread and 
pemncnt  damage to the Appolach~an en~~ronrnent, as is made ev~dent rn 
the 
Draft EIS. Such actwbes have led to the degradation or dusttuctaon of 
vast stxetches of furest md more thm 1OW milm of headwater streams. 
~mperifed wildhfe, and disstruyed communitsss. 

The prefemd alternatwe In the Draft EIS would, amoag other things, 
eii minate the surface miniag rule that makw it l i t g a l  to disturb areas 
w~thin 100 feet af stream i~niess 11 can bt? dernonskmfed that they wl1 
be 
harmed, This not only enabies the mtning companies to obtain permits 
that 
can r e d t  in seriotts dwtructioa too easily, but rt retmves the onus of 
protecting our environment from the EPA, where it belong. 

O w  cauntry's natural, resources are not fimited to coal and natl~rat gas, 
Indeed, our cormtry count r; Rrnonp its natural resources the very habital 

I therefore urge See EPA to amend the Draft EIS. 

Stneerely, 
SIoane T. Lamb 
2835 NE 27th Avenue 
Portbd, OR 9921 2 

The ininfomation contamd in this tranmsstan may contan pviteged 
and canfidaatlal inf"ambat~an *and rs intended only for the use of the 
person(s) named above, If' you are not the intended wctpient, ox au 
employee or agent responsible for deiiucrifig this message to %he 
intended reerpent, any w&w, dissernmatlan. distnhuticm or 
ciiq$ic~$ian of this cnmunicat~on is strictly prohibited. If you are not 
the mtendeA recipient, please coatact tlsc serdtctcr tmmcdiately by r a y  
e-mail and destroy all eopim of tho original message. Plww note that 
we do not &ccept account arden an&w instruetrons by e-m&il, and 
thesefare will nat be respcznsible for c~~rrying out such orders and/or 
Bstmctious, 

MTMNF Draft PEIS Public Comment Compendium A-I 036 Section A - Citizens 



Melissa Lambert Denise Lanobaw 

Wast Virginia w e s l ~  Collep 
59 Colbg@ Avenue 
Bucbnnon, WV 26201 

US EPA (3ES30) 
d o  1Mr, John Fomn 

J650 Arch Btrset 
Philadatphia, PA 19130 

D m  Mr. Porn: 

I am writing in topards to an maniain tcrp m m 1  
in@ opamtiorts wuId 

potentially mswlt in tfre hwg o . wiontlshs haw Found 
linle evidence to wpprt cod bring new Iife lo Imd 
that is R&msd by momtillnrop ramoval." Ftum 1985 to 200 1, mountaintop 
burid 724 mils$ of Clsacraf Appaaian  s l w m .  Ovwalf, haw~vey, 1,200 mi 
been impactad by vrilley ftlla, This harms waqumtic life down- fmm thew fills nnd pmdtiws . At the c w m t  rate of mouatshtq, m o v d  opemtions, 2,200 
miles of App&cfiian forests wilt be tost by 2012, All thh information comes strai&t fPom tim 
ers, 

in conclusion, based on tha p~sviously statsd the c ~ m t  'filS is simply Ie. I 
demand, m a wid& of Wast ViFgiaia, that ihe EPA d& envirrwullodtal pliaies fhat &It?& - 
rather than ignm - its own firsding m mountaintop mnwd's mvironmmtai dmap  in our 
sht4, w e  cm do b&fm lfiad thk. 

Sincerely, 

-, 
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Jackie Lmcaster Susm Lander 

----- Forwarded by David KideriRJirJSEPMS on Ol/#9/200-4 0249 PM ----- 

I am dismay4 by thc plane to continuo to allow mining practices in  
Apptachia wkich would level mounhln tops, a ~ ~ d  do serinus damge to 
forests, streams, and cornmtmitres. 

According to Lhe rfr& EIS, the envimmentd effects of mountxninlop 
removd are both severely damaging and permanent. hsptte thts, there 
warn to be no protections for either the natural resources (forests, 
wildlife? streams) or for the cammunittes that depend on these 
TCROUFCOB. 

Worst af all, the "preferred alfernatave" for deahng wlth the rnruistte 
problems psed  by mou~tain top rctnoval tninifiy: igpores the 
administradonk sown studies! 

I urge you to turn to altemativcs that protect natural resources and 
communitica ou Appalachia. 

Susan Lat nder 
Asbland, Oregon 
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Mr. J o h  Fmm, 

- - - - - 

MTMlVF Draft PE1S Public Comment Compendium Section A - Cifhens 



12 928 120?i)Ci? 09 39 Subject. Just Say No To Mountam Top R e m a d  
P>91 

Ft~rthennurtc, I do  not support hltrrrratwnrcs iJ 1, 2 ur 3 conts~ir~cd wtttiirr the ElS report Nuxrc of 
tlwae optsons svrll protrct our u.awt or om cornntuntwlcs The only alrprnativc nb prwtw-t our  
water, wrlckrnrss. snd g-ommtrnrhes rs to s tep  the n ~ ~ n m g  and cnrruntmn rmw+-nt. %mtgr'l rs el-rnrigh 
and the people, t.nviroanent nnd firturn of ,henca have a word on this isrue W e  have spokcrr 
R ' e  h a p  our govwnmcnt ~ 1 1 1  hear us. 

Sincerely, 

Therefore, we nrr lr~okmg nt discnsc, deformatton, bram dysblrtchuns, bknk sklics and blank btures 
all over money and coqora te power, because wr cannot get enough t i  ths n slIowe3 to h e p  
hrrppcnmg IF ts newr enough is tt? Tell you what. . I f y m  smp the mtnrng, I wrll rnlk to the people 
about bemg conservaise and controlltng the pctpuktton ! personally could cnre lcss if w did mn 

-- 
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Tim Lanick Jessica k v h  

- 
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PhylIrs LWW F. Carey Lea 

----- Forwarded by David Ri&r/m/USEPNS on 0110712004 Q3:42 PM ----- 

Dear Mr. Forren 

 he EIS dra~ m ~ t  n ~ t  be typtove~$ or ac~~pted. f 4-2 

PhyIlis fl, h w  
137 Loretta Avenue 
Follansbee, W 26037 
304-527-1922 

I am writing to tell ysu that 1 am oppnsad 
to mountaintop removal ma1 mining.1 think the practice and 
its results speak for themsdves-unemploymc~t,evvironmcntal 
destiuction,and tbe destntction of l w ~ l  cummumlics.Of 
coum the ~ndustry has its own self-smng msy 
scenario,but far those of us who live in -the area,lhe rosy 
sceneno is taugfiabte.1 urge you to consider the will of 
the peoplemt the industry. 

Sincerely, 
F faaey I& 
353 Oroundhrsg Ribgc 
Spenwr.WV 25276 
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Elaine Lxach Carole Levenson 

Dear hG. J o l ~  Forrcn, Project Manager, 

I ham made numcwus 5 trips through Appdachia and have seen the damage 
to the environment ad living condifioi~s caused by harm6.d coal mu~kig. 

Therefore,I strongly urge ) T ~ U  to amend the EPh's draft enwroiimentd 
impxiact statement so as to litnit the effee~s o l  harmfuitl mountamtop 
removal rninmg I f ~ l d  it wncox~sdonabte &at the Bush admiwistra.t.iorz 
plms to continue to let cod  companies destmy Appalachia with mining 
practices that Iteve1 mountaintops, wipe out forests, b u y  streams aid 
destroy commun~titts, 

The Bush aritninistrafion must consider alternatives &at ~ d u c e  the 

environment d impacts of mo t~utan~ctp rernovd md then implement measures 
to protect n a h d  resources mznd comnunities h Appalachia. 
Sincerely, 

Ehuue Ixa& 
8175 County 78 

Lake Shore, 4LY 56468 
elesch@b rainerd.net 

Carole S, Leveasan 

1 think that it is reprehensible that the F2A could even consider that. the 
removal of mountain top arrd deposition t h m d  into stream beds is in any 
way ecological and .not in vjcilation of our existing ellvimmental laws. 

--- 
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I& Levy Elizabeth Lewis 

Dew Mr. John Fomen, Project Manager, 
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Dear EPA, 

Norm8 Lewis 
Littwki WV 25908 
July 20,2003 

Mr. lohg F o m  
U.S. EPA (3EA30) 
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corn To RJ MountatntaaEPA 
cc 

01 /Ed2004 04 20 Subject Comments on draft prograrnrnatlc El9 on 
munta~ntop removal coal mrnlng 

PM 

Mr John Forren 
LJ s EPA (3EA30) 
2650 Arch Street 
Phlladclph~a, PA 19103 

Dear Mr Forren, 

I fwd it unmnscionabte that ttw Bum admtntstm$on plans to 
coni~nue to let coal rompantes destroy Appalachia with rninlng 
practices thst level mountaintops, wipe out forests, bury 
streams, atxi destroy communrttBs 

THIS IS A RAPE OF OUR COUNTRY BY THE PRESENT ADMINISTRNION 

IT SEEMS THAT EVERYTHNG THEY DO IS GEARED TOWARD f URNlNG THIS 
COUNTRY INTO A SERFDOM, RULED BY A SELECT FEW 

I HAVE CRANDCHllf3REN AND GREAT-GRANDCHILDREN, AND I WtU NOT LET 
THE HAPPEN. 

CC 
Representahve Ralph Regula 
Senator George Voinovcts 
Senator Mtke DeWrne 

Mt; John Farren 
Project Manager bti~c'g JAR 0 5 2004 
US. Environmental Protection Agency (3E430) 
1650 Arch Street 
Philadelphia, PA 1 91 03 

Subject: Draft EIS on mountaintop removal coal mining 

Dear Mr. Fonen, 

I am writing regarding the EPA's draft eenvimmsntat impact statement 6tl 
mountaintop removal mining. From my understancling of this practice and 
the findings of the dmft US, i believe that mountaintop removal mining 
creates unacmpwbk hazards to humen health and the emfironmenr. 

As such, I do not bdieve that the Wsh ~lbrnlniIstr"9tion shOuld advance plans 
to allow this mining practke, which can level mourrtrrintops, wipe out forests, 
buty stream and displace commrultisrt, Rather, art a minimum, I believe the 
draft WS should be strengthened to &fee? propar restrictions on the size of 
valley fiifs and the number of ecres of forest that can be 
dP?strqed/stripped, and to  emure protection of streams and associ$ted 
flora and fauna which can be damaged or destroyad by the mountaintop 
mining removal snd fill practice. 

t do not favor the Bush edministtation'~ "pr&med altemzllive", which 
actually weakms cnvironmsntal protections for hwnan health and the 
environment by allowing mountaintop removal and associated valley fills to 
cmlnus at an acc%lram@d mt6. Pkase ensure that the Bush administntbn 
is heid to the high standard they espouse in the pspufar media, and crarnmly 

(and Implement) dtenratives that reduce the 
environmental impacts af mcwntainrw removal, in i3 m y  that protects 
America's natural rc4souw and the Appalachian communtt!es where this 
damaging apyxaacb to mining la3 p m d i d  (and p ropod to be expanded). 

-- 
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Joan Linville 

,. - . *  
1 3  ' 

Thank you for your time in considsring my concerns and the concerns of the 
American people regarding the sensitive issue of protecting human health 
and the environment. 

With kind 

f i  
Eric Lillyblad 
9505 207th St. N. 
Forest Lake, MN 55025-8903 
clillybfad@aol,com 
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Joe Linville 

----- Forwarded by David Ri&dB3nLiSEPAIUS on 01/08Q0O4 11:39 AM ----- 
"Linville, foe" 
<jijlinville(+jwalker To: R3 MoutltaintoM)EPA 
-cat.mrn> CC: 

Subject: Comment on Mountitint,~p Mining -- DraR EIS 
01/06/2004 03:48 
PM 

Urcctrngs, 
c?xinl :namospaw prefix = o ns = 
"um:schems-mrcri>sofZ-com:ofEm:offi~e" /"r 

As n life Inog restdent of soutt~em West Virginia I woitfd 
lrke la make a comment regarding the regulations the EPA Draft EIS on 
mountamtop mrning. 

Ftrst and foreinnst, COAL is West Virginia. Without COAL, the 
State of West Virginia would he economically bepresued, 

The good  LAX^ above has provided us with an abundance of 
naturd resourcc,u and he hriv blessed our region with COAL, so therefore 
I feet wa can find a happy medium for all parties ~nvolveci. 

COAL is very vital and I am wondering if you cbtn put a price tag on the 
wonomtc tmpncl t h ~  natural resource has on out state. 'he coal 
rndtrst-ry employees thousands of men and women in our state and what 
would happen to those jobs if stringent replations were put into place, 
tlxit forced mlning compuies out of business? Not only woxtld miners 
loose tbe~rjobs, but the thousands of support jobs ts wek 

nofrom liae X feel wth good regtllattons. cod companies can mitle the 
coal effect~velp a d  feasibly, provide: We& Virginian's with good payl~lg 
jobs, provtde a good tm base for the state and canttnue to help hlance 
the eavtromnent. 

1 E e l  reclamat~on IS a major factor in this equation. I have had the 
opportclmty to See first hand many 'mountaintop re~novd' mine ~itcs. 
hefore. during and arfter the fact. Yes, there is no doubt that during 
the mintug process, the land is not one of the prdttest. s&t& hut 
neither 1s the construction of a local highway or a neighborhood 
shoppitkg mfiil. I-lowever the fintshed pmdzrct is different story. 

Sincerely, 

William J. Linville, II 
698 Lick Creek R o d  

Joe LinvilIe 
Standad Job Administrator 
C.I. Wafkcx Machinery Co, 
(304) 9494400 x 2 2 8  
j!inville@wdker-cat.com 

--- 
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Julie Longman-Pollard Sbewy L m z  

Mr. John Fomn 
Project Manager 
I:.% Envirunmcntal Protection Agemy (BEAM) 
1650 Arch Street 
Philadelphia, PA 19 103 
Emad : mountai ~itop.r?(&pa. gov 
Dear Mr. Focren, 

I understand t l ~ t  the EPKs draft environma~tal impact statement 
prpomg no rwtrictians on the sm of valfey Sills that bury &reams, 
no fittrits on the nwrnkr of acres of forest that cat] be destroyed, no 
pmted~ons for i-nled wltihfe fend no safeguards for the comiinltics 
that dewad on the region's naturnl resources for themselves and fbhm 
generations. Yet according to the draft EIS the Bush administrattjon bas 
released, the cnvxonmentnl effects of mountaintop removal are 
w~despread, devastating aud permanent. The social effects to the pople 
and their communrties we also negative, particularly in the long term. 

According to the infomation I have read President Bu~h's admmi&ation 
wilt ignore their own studies rtnd propose weakening existing 
envtronmentd proteelions and at la wmg mclunbintop removal zmd 
associated valley fills to continue. Alternatives tbat reduce the 
environmenletl impacts of mountnixitap mtnovsl would seam to mke more 
sense for the fi@url: of the human and wildlife cnmmumties of 
Appatachts, tbs cnmpmies tli& bervest th~s  natmd resource, and the 
American pcopk For !hex reasons f would urge you to eonidor mending 
the draft EIS w~th p~nposals for restricting the negative rmpacts of 
this type of mining. 

Sincerely, 

Julie 1,ongmn-Poilard 
PO Iksx 577 
31. Manes, ID 83861 
jlp@mgazetic.com 

My name is Sherry I ~ r e t l z ,  I live I11 Fort Am, SDt& C~mIim, and f am a 
member of khe Henry's Knob G ~ m p  nf the S~erra Club in Rock Billill, PC I urn 
aa avid hhr/backp~cker aid outdoas enthttsiast. 1 feel best when seeing and 
henring Phe sounds of notore, il is a wunilerhI respite from the everyday atrises 
md pressures of Me, the lio&~g of cats, nos-stop mu4c irt the stores, 
telephones, bcqxrs, sh *mbt~lanca md pltw cnlrsers, and maep other 
nome-miisanmu that dbnrpr md buden our &ily lives. What mote beautiful 17 
ditlerc thm b&g Ale to t&e s break Irl the win@ o l ~ a t u r e  and "teciqmzte" so 
that we can all tdce an a n d l e t  week of stm$ itnd haadship. However, m 
TC317K" St&, the Skate of Weut V w m a ,  this birihrght is b e q  tiJim away 

f m  its people. They are being terrorized hy t h e  hoIzibk ntouatttintop 
semn~dr, a prrtctie h t  is unrpeitk&le to say thct lewt 1 have seen pictirtel; 
and have t&cd to Pmpic who lwe thk n@truarc day-ii~ s l~d &y-out, prtople 
who see nothimy; but dust when they step out of thck homes m d  k k  around, 
total utter desrn~ction a d  mayhem. You know t-s u.d rn 1 f ww, tbat many 
Izaw d id  ns a astrlt ofmudsiideles that arc m part of maontamtap rcmotds, 
many hove bs t  theis homes doe to darnqp tram the b l w t h p ,  rnmy were 
forced to pidl their propertie' for "Imostt natlritrg, m a n y  ~hnply l ~ v e  no phce to 
p and a~FSrss %lien@, 81id mmy haw developed hewltb puablems they would 
never have h d  I~e f im these wrnovds stwtcuf, Yes, I know, I hzrvc spoken k t  

people that h e  it1 Bob White, LW'A snd Dorothy, WVA. A o ~  yes agm, I am 
awaw that the blwtiags ad dumping3 known as "vicfley fill" occurs an patrate 
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cr: : 
S u h i w t :  Re: West  

1 ayprezi a t e  your reply, 1 *+needed** to hear frcm ycu. Wheir we d o n '  t 
rccxiv.! ~i ~eply F ~ C X R  R . ~ : c ~ c ? z c ~  we ivrc%t, we a1 : FCU. 1 i kc:: i ) l > : -  VPICP 
Ciidn'z 
matter af ter  21;. I **vant*" tu Be hesl-d, beca~;je -"I: CAW++ a A m t  c u r  
P l d i ~ e t .  

We very m?i& appreciate your con,c%ent-. on the i4TK DE;Is .  The c . s m e n t  
g n r i ~ i f  i s  still ~7;'tfin and will c l r ) ~  cr' Janrmxy 6 , 2004. We plar, 
to 
I-espsnd to cmments a f t e r  tr,e cinsc of t h e  com.eat period arrcl % w i n g  
th? 
p ~ e y z r a t i o ~ i  n f  rha Final ElS. Responses tr; cox@.e:rts, inclvdinq gsd s, 
will be releexed eo the public, s s  pr"rt sf t h i s  Pii:al GI:'.. G i v e n  P y a  

ma:iji hundreds  of ccrrn%ects we have mzt&ivcd t hus  f a r ,  and the Aiany 
tInc>.le3aad.s we ~ x p c c t  to recx ive hsfore the e n d  at the c m w n t  r d t ; x i ~ ~ f t  we 
w i l l  be re?&.:i>ciing i x t t q n x i i x l i y  to a l l  ci>c&iie::ts t..?? recili ve on the 
Lyr i jE t  
E IS  . 

--- -- 

MTMNF Draft PElS Public Comment Compendium A-I 051 Section A - Citizens 



David & Marsha Law 

Sher ry  L~ze:!z 
<aluil:srenr@f+ntc. TL?: X.3 

i&>i.i n 1.3 i:lL*.piZETr'A 
:ieL,% C :: : 

S h j e c t :  &st Virgi r : ia  
:?G:;:I t? i r: top F . ~ ~ T I o v ~  i. 2 

lai i?{i l i .3  01, :28 Pi.: 

I ~ e i ~ ! i < ~  tjci.j a lengt-iiy e - r ra i l  ain my cmnce r r i s  &,ol.t!: M'TR i n  W ,  or1 Riig . ,e t  
.24t:Pl, ; W i n  i had kir!dly asked f c r  a reply. NCW 2 mc~iT.!;s I . a t w ,  1 c t i l '  

net To R3 Mrruntatntop&f2EPA 
CC 

4211712003 03 40 Subject Comments on draft prograrnmattc EIS on 
muntalntop removal coal mming 

P WI 

Mr John Forren 
U 8 EPA 13EA3C)) 
1850 Arch Street 
Phledelphta, PA 19103 

Dear Mr Forren, 

I find rt unmnscronable that tW Bush admtntstrat~on plans to 
continue to k t  ma1 companies destroy Appatnch~a with rnlnrng 
pradrcea t h t  lwei muntalrntops, vdpe out forest$. bury 
stream, and destroy communl8es 

PLEASE CONSIDER LfMlTlNG Y W  PLAN TO ONLY. SAY, 30% OF THE 
MOUNTAINS THAT W U t D  OTHERMSE BE DESTROYED 

ThE? Bush admin!$trat~on really must mnsrcler aiktnistlves thet 
reduce the environmental ~rnpacts of moutffa~ntop removal 

Sincerely 

Dewd and Marsher Law 
801 8 Hammand Road 
Chebnhrn, Ponnsylvama l9Ol2 

CC 
Senator Arlen Specter 
Senator Rick f antorurn 
Repesmtgbe CChaka Fatteh 

-- 
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Benjamin L ~ m m  Lois Ludwig 

Dear Mr. Por~en, 

f am m t m g  In regard to the p u b k  comments accepted for the Dr& Pmgramnaatrc 
Bnvrmzlmental Impcts Statement on Mountaintop Mtnrnly'Vatley Pifls In A 
ptofcswnnal hroIogmt by vocation: therefore, my comments will be restricted to thow areas la 

wh~ch I am tnhermtiy famrhar. I will attempt to he stlccinct in my potnts of cnticis*l; however, 
the breadth of the tnadequacics of t h s  report far exceeds the potanflat for a slngle, thorough 
evaluat~on by any one mdtvrdual. 

Pmt ,  I must hnng to su~face the fact that many oftke leading iv@onal experts in the ficlclds of 
science in w h ~ h  this study focused weie not selwted to participate. These elypeats, prkcular1y 
those In ncademra. neither conducted the field research nor ~ntmpretled the data collected; 
consqucntly, a study w t  cotnplded by the preeminent experts will dwdys Ere subject to 
serutlny. 11 seems counlcrintuit~ve that a study ofthis magnitude, upon whrch so rntich emphasis 
ha9 txcn placed, would fall to mmpornte these ind~v~duals, m n y  of whom have devoted a 
hfetme of study on the tapcs dealt with in this document. 

I also have deep concerns w~di  the laajpage used in Inany pxtioils of tbe scre~laific a~talyses and 
conclrxsions. For exmple, the loss of hilbttat to organisms that spciaiiw in and requrre such 
habitat to colnplek cl-ttical port~ons of fife history wll most certainly be impacted by the 
proposed action. In thrs document, many habitat specialists wme considered to he "possibly" 
affected, or "may be" d&riimentdIy influenced by nn action which will most certainly lead to 
population declines. Again, the prcientific personnel must he both confident and competent in 
order to make wch assert~ons, but In this case, they wee neither. 

?he study faris to consider tbe potentid problems associated with large-scale land distu&ance 
and the a~croachment of exotic and invasive species. In the r e a h  of vegetatmn alone, the 
potential for colonimtion of rexiaimed mine sites by aggremive nuisance spcics is extremely 
brgh. The establishmaat of swh species (e.g. Ailanthus attisirnu) in large mot~ocuttvrets will aot 
only cost taxpayers mllrons of dollars to controf but also stands to threaten the timber industry as 
a whole. l:urthermore, spwtes that are wtely encountsmd m the region due to range restrictions 
c s ~ ~ n o t  be cotisidered ax rare itr regard to global, natior~l, or $Me status. If this were the case. 
nulsnnce sprxm such as Passer dumesrilrw wou'ld have once been constdeb-ed rare under thls 
conventmn. 

In corrclusion. this sEr~dy is incornplde. It is strong an  implrccbtwns and conclusisn.~ that arc ~ ~ c r t  
supported by the research coad~lcted in this study ox documented in the scientific literature. Xt is 
a perversion of true science. rn which facts are establisl~cd based on ubsewations lending to 
expe~tisc+-this study is vacmt in Iw( l~  

Respectfiiily yours, 

Lois A Ludwig 

-- 
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Sincerely, 
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--- Forwarded bf Davrd Rt&r/R3/WSEPAfUS on 0110812004 01 558 PM ----- 
Ann LynMvorlh 
cann@onic neb To R3 MountatntopejrEPA 

ctt 
12yJgI2003 05 12 Subject Strengthen draft EIS on momtamtop removal coal 

rntnlng 
PM 

December 30, 2003 

Mr John Forren 
Pqect Manapr 
U S Envrenmental Protect~on Agency (3EA30) 
1650 Arch Street 
Phtadstphta. PA 19103 

Dear Mr Forren, 

I strongly urge you to amend the EPA's draft ewlronment~il jmpact 
statement so as to Itml the effects of devastnttng mountaintop 
remvat mning 

Ann Lynnvvorlh 
241 Main Street 
Littleton, NW 03574 
USA 

Dest Sir: 

- -- 
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Malcoh MacPherson Andy Mahler 

Dear &. l 3 . w ~ ~  

Thntak you for baring my COIIOSTS. 

Mr. John f~rm 
US. EPA f3EA30) 
1650 Arch St* 
Philadelphia, PA 1 91 M 

The bfcrrtlfig has mibed homes and d 8 f  c t ~  we11 psaple's nerves. "F~Y 

- . -  - - 
djSptQc&d a home get In the way of ' t~e i~stcxy-hi& draglines. ~ e a v ~  rain; 
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Craig Mains 

con gush off the clmvt, compucfed A+fTR sites, flooding the cmrnurirfia 
betw. Coo[ trucks overloaded vrifh M e  f h ~  tsgd 
control, killing people and t d n g  up roads an6 bridges which taxpayers hove to 
payfoRw, 

- over 1200 miles of. dreams hove been damaged or destroyed by 
mountaintop rernovat 

- forest icsssss in We& Vif9inla have tke pofential of di rdf fy  impacting cr; many as 
244 vertebrate ~Wlife spades: 

- Wthout nw limits on mountcrintop rsmoval an addltPonal350 square rnbs of 
mwntains, streams, and fomts 4i Lset flOtt6n~d m d  dr?sfcoy& 4 meuntcilntap 
rmoval mining. 

Andy bWhlar 
Linda b e  
Torn MOW 
Anthony Bondin 
M s r m  Jabis 
&k Vilk 
3875 Saut Cauniy Road's0 WesZ 
Possum @dgs 
Pad Indiana 47454 

D@cmbtw..S0, 2003 
(page 1 of 2, Craig Mains) 

John Fomn 
U.3. EPA (3EA30) 
1650 Amh St. 
Philadelphia, PA 18103 

I am wrlting ta comment on the Draft EIS on Mountaintop Mining. I haw a number of 
concerns about the envimnmmtat affe& of mauntaTntop mining. However, q y  primary 
concern wntera on the direct I- of &mars. L do not Mieve there is my argument or 
mtIonrtfe that can eMve ly  justify burying 

In terms of biokgical fun Mrs on a plant. How 
many root&! hdrs can be rstlminatkt ht%dwater 
etmms we 8ffW the3 ov as to bB a limit to how 
many s t m s  we can sacrifice, t would suggsrat that we have rplrrtady mcrlfi~ed more 
than enough. 

--- - 
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(page 2 of 2, Craig Mains) 

or that much of the destruction was an tsnpteslsant, but momsary by-pmduot of the 
World War I and II  efforts, 

Craig &ins 
f 37 Hoffman Ava. 
Morgantawn, WV 28505 
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Attention: Mr. J o h  Fomn- US,  EPA 

'Ihis is the final day fur cummentary o n  the Envi~mmenllrl Impact Statement 
regardkg moztutdntop removal. My last mnute comments come rmot out af  nn t oz 
of ncghpnce but rather the difficulty of facing suck grim fidcts dmd the irresponsibl 
behamor that leads to them. 

*!%e E.I.S. clearly states that there has already been dcvastatiq impact from 
mountaintop removal inclziding destruction of &nost 7% of our reginn's .forests 
and1,200 miles of ptistitre headwater streams now buried under fill fcom minitag. 

T honestly don't understand how thasc ~ ~ p o m i b k  for thki sham c m  live with your 
consciences. You are pad by o w  tax daUars for the express purpas 

~ 

a1 

name: Ent-imnment al ITUl'ECTPON Agency pet you spend your 
dismantling thc lm-s for protecting the en.lironrnent.1 t is a disgrace. 
should he cdled Envronrnentd Pollution Agency. 31 is imntc that ridzem must do: 
prkare ft~nds to litigate agaixlst agencies supported with om tax dollars to zq~hotd la 
you are hired to uphold for us. 

The othef irony is that it makes no sense, *I%e cod  achieved through these metho& 
u41 not solve the long term needs for power and the dmage is irrevocable. in Wes 
1-ir@L, our pdsdne wster and scenic beauty are our stongest asset for develapmer 
of tourism atld a. stxoag economy. Your agency should be working on alternative 
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Peter Mareneck 

Attention Nr, John Forren f US FeA: I 
W e n  you are coltsidering our citizen input on the wanton destruction cdled 

Mountamtop Rrmovnl Mining, $ewe act as if it is yaw family's home &at is being 
rattled apm; as if it i s  your mother's gavesite that is being buried forever; your lifethe 
of hard work and dedication that is baing leveled, 

This activity is nothing less thm rqe .  If yea lind your agency cnndanes and permits this 
attrwity to the lives isad properties of your fellow Ameticans, you might m we0 be 
condoning and permitting the rape csf our daughters, You have the power 
& responsitrility to stop this horror, Mr, F o m .  We're counting on you to listen to your 
conscietrct: and stand up to end this 
bmtd and selfish nightmare. 

Sincerely, FA, Mareueck Sweet Springs, WV 

Please i n e x  tha t  cur church had a partner par i sh  churc":~ i n  A p p L ~ c i - * i . 8 ,  
anid sc 
w e  h d v s  a Y~McI~~  i t l i e ~ e s t  Ixi Lilt? y e f p l a .  P l e d s e  do eve r ; ' i l r i : ! y  you  an 
t 0 

piatect Appalzc!~ian streams and rivers l v c m  nwtainalop ?nS.ning 
p o l l u t i o n .  
X t c  is 

Thank j~o12 f o r  anythir,g you can &? t t o  support: the 1,egis;atiori n c w  uccL?l- 
considerat . ion t3 s t c p  tt1i.s practice, 
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----- Forwarded ty David Riderntl/I!SEPhitiS on 0'1/0312004 03:42 PM ----- 

"tom@>lootni&n. 
corn1' <tom To: R3 Mouataintop@]EPA 

w : 
0 1I0612004 0 1 : 18 Subject: Please Stop Destruettve Mountaintop Removal 

Mining 
P"% 

Dear Mr. John Forren, Project Manager, 
I 

Oh, never mind. Go ahead and traratm the em-system for the short teim 
e~uichment of you  frtcnds, at the expense o f  tirture generations. Ytw'vr: 
obv~uusly got the connections, so you must be entitid. 

Patriotically yours, 

Forestry chief resigns over mining 
Nov, 1, 2998 Chafeston Gazette 

he was pressured 
by the Underwood adminisbation into downplaying his 
aippositi&rl lo noun tala top removal mining. 
By Jennifer Bundy 
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 

Division of Forestry Director Bill Maxey says he i s  retiring 
because the Underwood administration tried to stifle his 
opposition to mountaintop removal strip mining, which he 
caUs a blight akin pkIL)S, - -  - 

~nderw&d aides forced him to issue a statemint toning 
- 

d6wn his position, Mwey says, And the Division of 
Environmenml Protection and federal Office of Surface Mining - 
tried to get him to approve regufatlsns that would justify 
blasting the tops off moufitains to get at coal seams, leaving 
flat, treeless expanses and valleys filled with debris, 

Administration afld agency officials deny the allegations, 
M m y ,  whose resignation was effective Saturday, also says he 
quit because UPlderwood!~ two-year delay fn reappointing him 
was a "sort of a slap in the face? 

"For two years T sat there not bowing if I was going to 
have a job or net, That poisoned me on the job," Maxey says. 
The delay made him reluctant to voice his opinion on 
mountaintop removal, which Underwood supports, fearing he 
would be fired. 

Maxey, who has held the post since 1993, was reappointed 
by Underwood on Aug. 24 and confirmed by the Senate on Oct. 
20. 

"I think mountaintop removal is analogous to serious 
disease, like AIDS," says Maxey, who has been an opponent of 
surface mining since before the Federal Surface Mining Control 
and Reclamation Act of 1977. 

He spoke against the act to a congressional subcommittee 
while he was a tenured associate professor of forest 

- 
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management at West Virginia University, where he taught fo 
11 years. Maxey also" has worked 15 years as a forester for 
Westvaca Gorp. and seven years for Georgia Pacific. 
Although the law req~ires mine 
equal ar greater use than its pre-mining use, most becomes 
grassland, not a timber-rich forest, Maxey says. And procedu 
that could make the land good for trees are not being widely 
used, he says, 

Timber is the only renewable natural resource and the 
industry employs more than 30,000 people, Maxey says. By 
comparison, the coal industry employs about 18,000, includ 

- - abqut-4,400 at; surface mines, gccordfng to the West Virginia 
Coal Association. 

Maxey also says that Underwood has never consulted hi 
on forestry issues during the governor's two-year tenure, 
"For 44 years X went to work with enthusiasm. I couldn't wait 
get to work. The last two years I had to force myself," says 
Maxey, 64, 

The only contact he had wlth Undeswood's office was al 
Secretary of State Ken Hechler, an opponent of mountaintop 
removal, quoted Maxey as saying the practice had "des froyet 
2 SO,UOO acres of forest, 

Two Underwood aides called him and ordered him to 
issue a rebuttal, Mwey says, Instead, he put out a statement 
saying 300,000 acres of forest had been "disturbed." 

"I had to, against my will, really, say that it could be 
properly reforested. ,,. That isn't what 1 really wanted ta say. 
That's what I was told to say," Maxey says. 

''Absolutety untrue," says Undernoad spokesman T>an 
Page, one of the two slides Maxey says pressured him, 
Page says he called Maey  to see i f Hechler had quoted him 
comctxy, 

He and Jimmy Wedge, who says he called Maxey on an 
unrelated matter, say they suggested Maxey clarify his positig 
if he believed Wechfer had misrepresenred it. 

"I've never ordered anybody to do anything against his 
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will and wouldn't," Page said. 
Maxey would not have been fired for publicly opposing 

mountaintop removal, he said. Neither he nor Wedge knew 
why ft took Unde 

Xf he could not live with the Underwood administration's 
opinion on mountaintop removal, "Why did he take the job?" 
Wedge asked, 

Maxey also says he was pressured by the state BEP and the 
federal OSM to approve a phrase Maxey says would justify 
leveling mountains. The agencies wanted the phrase to be 
Included in specifications written by the Division of Forestry 

. . for voluncg~ recf.ma@on of mines into woodlands. 
The phrase, which is in 1997 state surface mining 

regulations, says fiat or gently rolling land on a site reclaimed 
to woodland Is ''essential for the operation of mechanical 
harvesting equipment? 

Mawey says the idea that timber can be cut only on flat 
land i s  ridiculous because loggers have used automated 
equipment on West: Virginia's Nlls fur decades, 

John Mles, chief of the DEP's Office of Mininll; and 
Reclamation, says someone in his office may have asked Maxey 
to include the phrase only to emphasize the existing law. 

"We want to try to get more reforestation. That's 
important," Ailes says. "I don't understand where he's coming 
from at all." 

Dennis Boyles, regulatory programs specialist at the OSM's 
Charleston office, denied his agency pressured Maxey. 
Boyles says the phrase refers to an exception to the 1977 law 
that requires mountaintop removal mines to be reclaimed to 
their "approximate original contour." 

Coal operators do not have to do that if they prove the site 
can be logged only with equipment that cannot be used on 
hills, 

Maxey says few mines are reclaimed to their "approximate 
original contour." 

Also, most mines suip topsoil and do not replace it, Maxey 

-- 
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says, The soil that is returned is covered with lime and 
hydroseeded with grasses, which males the ground too 
alkaline far trees. 

"In other words, our valuable hardwood forest is lost for 
the next: 150 to 200 years," Maxey says, 

Coal companies also compact the sail, "Then you are 
trying to plant a tree in concrete. I t  doesn't work," Mwey says, 
If coal companies re turned fie topsoil, including several feet of 
weathered sandstone that was not compacted or leveled, the 
land would immediately be ready for seedlings, Maxey says. 
"If we can't get it stopped, tbis is the next best thing, a last 
resort, w e  need to stop gmuntaintop r-emoval,'! M a e y  says, . - 

- -- 
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MOUNTAINOP REMOVAL HURTS STATE;" PAST AND ITS 
FUTURE MAN ON THE MOONSCAPE 
TH 
By 

As director of West Virginia's Division sf Forestry, it was 
1996 before I  fully realized the magnitude and permmen t 
elimination of West Virginia's forestland in the southern and 
central coalfields by mauntaintog removal of coal. A helicopter 
tour of these areas and the results of an updated forest 
inventory disclosed'nor only the size and rate of deforestation, 
but the loss of West Virginia's mountain culture, 

Since_ the f~deralSurface Mining Act of 197 7 was enacted, 
$11 bf West Virginia's overnors and legislators of both parties 
have been very supportive of the illegal variances in this law 
that allowed mountaintop removal of coal, I sewed at the 
pleasure of governors of both parties from 1993 to 1998. 

1 wish to make it clear that while I was head of the Forestry 
Division I attempted to work within the system to encourage 
the West Virginia Mining and Reclamation Association and the 
West Vfqinia Department of Environmental Protection to 
prevent further devastation. The only concession was to make 
my professional proposals an option, as opposed to 
mandatory, 

~okntaintop removal has already caused long-term 
problems and until Judge Charles Haden's II ruling, the rate 
was increasing. I resigned as a matter of principle, for I did not 
want to share in the blame nor guilt for the loss of West 
Virginia's heritage through the loss of our 
forested mountains, 

in West Virginia, from 1977 to 1997, 300,000 acres were 
made into a moonscape by the decapitation of our mountains. 
Vast areas of our Mountain State are made uninhabitable for 
our citizens. 

The rate of decapitation of our mountains had increased 
to 30,000 acres annually. I t  will take 150 to 200 years before 
trees would become re-established following such a drastic 
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mining practice, 
All native plant and animals are practically eliminated 

(not to mention the impact: on 
threaxened & endangered species), 

The headwaters of hundreds of miles of our strems are 
filled with millions of tons of 
mounralntops (overburden,) 

This irresponsible excavation of coal makes the landscape 
so unsightly that It  ruins tourism. (I m i t t  envision tourists 
coming to see these barren wastclmds!) Isn't tourism supposed 
to be our growth industry? 

The timber and woocl product? industry. employs some. 
30,000 west ~irginia. Prior to mountaintop removal, all of 
West Virginia's 11 million acres of forests were producing 
substantial volumes of high-value timber, Trees are our only 
renewable natural resource. 

There are about 17,000 Jobs in coal mining. The mining 
i n d u m  projects the coal reserves to be depleted within 20 
years, 

Mountaintop removal of coal employs just a few hundred 
of these workers. It is a sad irony that mountahtap removal 
actually destroys more cod mining jobs than it creates; union. 
miners are expediently repfaced by relatively few heavy- 
equipment operators. 

Mmey resigned as director of the Division of Forestry in 
November 1998, 

Bili Maxq semd as director of the Dlvislon of Forestry from 1993 until 199% 
when he rtxsigned in pratest against mountain top nmoval. Maxey was a tenumd 
assadate professor of fomt management at West Mrginia Univ&rsity, where hs taught 
for I ? pars. M~laxey also has worked 15 ymrs as a forestar for Westvaco Corp., and 
geven years S b  Georgia Pacific. 

The f04louving quotes were taken from tw articles In The Charleston Gazette 

"1 think mauntalntop removal is analogous to serious disease, like AIDS ... "E3Bill bAaxey, 
Former Oiractor of the WV Forestry Division In the Charleston Gazette 

..moat mines strip topsot1 arid do nl)"t replace it." 

"In West Vlrglnla, ftam 1977 to 199?,30Q,000 scrss wero madB into a mocsnscam by 
the decripltation of our mountains. vase areas d our Mountain Stat@ 8 r ~  made 
unlnhabltable for our citizens.@' 

'Timber is tt?$ only reu@wabi@ natural resource and the Jndusfry employs more than 
30,OM) people.,.n 

In an lm@rvi@w wDth Blll Rltax~y (Not In The Charf~ston Giazcatte): 
The over 300,000 acres atracsirfy destroyad by mountain top removal woLlld 

have grown tj0,000,E1MI board fe@ ot timMr wry yesar farevar. 60,000,000 board feat 
of tirnbar could haw been cut ewry year forever, wlthsut reducing the tirnbsr mass, on 
what has already been destroyed, 
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Julia Martin Julian Martin 

Sincerely, 

Julian Martin 
Date: 1 /WQMM 
City: Charleston State: W Zip: 25314 

The U.S. %h -and Wildlife Service said the alternatives, offered in the EIS, to regulate 
maunrtaintop removal mirsing "cannot be iaterpsetd as ensuring a y  improved 
extvironmentd poietltion." One alternative skauld be he banning: of the filling af my 
streams with mine waste ad please don" then re-define mine waste ~ts something nice, 
The fad thd the National Mining Association is pleased with the EIS recoanmnendations 
is sure prwf they a~lc as r\nro&Iess ris a. buck& of w m  spit, Very much for the 
moun&in.s, are yau? JuZian Martt'n Oatreach Chdr, West Virginia Wighbnds 
Conservancy, 1525 ETmptotl Rmd C?basleston, W 253 f 4 
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Dear Mr. Fomn: 

E Iive in -tern Kentucky, ln this m@on we exprimce the neg.rive impacts d mining wery day. Many 
of us Save water wells that have nm dry or turned omngc or bIack due to mining. More than E ,200 mites 
of ow headwater sueams have busid or destroyed by valley fiftils. Almost 7 percent d oar fcmsts 
have been -or will soon tvc: - leveted by mountaintop nmwal. Robding in our cammunities is 
increasiagty common and mvere. We feru the day when the slndge ponds above our homes bnrak - rul 

they did in Mmdn County, KY in 2000- burying us at the bottom of hundred;F of millions d gallons of 
toxic dud@ Our quality of life k bsen +tter& by excessive M d n g  thdt shakes oar homes, meks 
our fourmd&m., and wrecks our peace. 

Some cat1 rbis area s national dIfict zane. Living here, it feels man Iike a war zonee 

I n ,* 

R Erne) JAR 0 e .?@4 
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James McCarthy Dora McCarty 

b is unconscionaMe that the Bush admini3tratlon plans to continue to let coal companies 
destroy Appalarhja with rnrning jwadiccs that level mounf&~tops, wipe mt fmesbs md 
bury .mxrns ~n the valleys below. Mountaintop removal miaing and vdley fills should 
aot be affowt3ct and the laws and rcgulatiuns that ptotlect clean water must not he 
weakened. Tn particular, I oppose the proposal to change the siream buffer mrle rule that 
prohilxts rninlng activity within 160 feet of streams. This rule should be strictly enfotced 
for valley fills and iu all other cases. Mountain topmining fa coal is a destru~eive 
method for cod extraction. TIm wzs made evidekt in an episode of Nova seen on PRS 
statioas, The waste from thc ntomtain top was dumped iato a nearby vdley. This in turn 
dammed the creek that ran through~hc vdley. The dnmmiag of the creek changed the 
n e ~ b y  ~ O W D  forcing residents ta move, Eventwily enough people moved from the t o m  
to cause business that were there for generations to close due to lack of business, 

Eve~?udly ths town will become a buea kerning and .additional scar to a once beautiful 
ecorzystetn and cotutmutrity. The miniag earnpatry e m  had the audacity to say thaf they 
leave the rnined moustain tap better than when the found it. If they feel a flat mountain 
top is better then they have a perverse sense of beauty. What makes this tegaest the mast 
sadbeixizing is  that I have write to you Mr. bmn, an administer within the EPA, about 
protecting &e etlvironrnent. 1 think you and. all csf the BPA political appointees haws 
forgotten what the purpose of the EPA is, Orr your webpage the mission ofthe EPA is 
dearly stated; EPA1s mission is to protect human he& and to safeguard the nattrral 
envirrmment ? air, water, and land ?upon which life deptktrds. For 30 years, EPA has 
been working for a cleaner, healthier environment far the Ammican people. Wease 
remember this mission when you ase making your rea3trrmendarjuns &cwt how we as a 
countsy call not allow mountain top mining. That instead of making it easier, we hould 
he pttirlg further ~estrictions. Rnatly, I &o want to remind you that you and everyone 
from Mr. Mke LeaviM an  down works to protect the environment and mt to facilitate 
President Bush wishes on nullifying the great workthat has been done over the last thirty 
years at fsrotecting our environment. 
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January 5,2004 

Mr. J o b  Fmen EPA 
U.S. WA (3EA30) 
1650 Arch St. 
Philadelphia, PA 19103 

- 
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career enhancement; do it fat all thc gtmcrations yet to come. 

sttirllrss when it propased wakening rather than strengthra~ng~ 
protPcbons for people and the envrroment. I do not support any of h e  
three alternatrves contained within the Ewtmnn~ental Impact Statement 
Report. All three o p o n s  will make it =stet for companies tu destroy 
streams, endangenng wtldl& and nearby ccmrntmrties. 

Dear Mr. John Forren EPA, 

lMay I make a fourth, better optton w h ~ h  will solve the problem of 
acqulmg needed m i n e d  resources, reduce hnmfirl mmng effects, and 
create kns ofthousands ofnrw jobs tnstantly? It bcrggfts my mind that 
so few m c h p  of government unhrstnnd the s~rnphcrtp of  nnt~onni 
rnar~dutos). recyclmg programs to recover the h u g  m1ount-s of resources 
that $0 often go to waste m some hndfili. All marruhctrrrers must be 
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Chelena McCoy 

mcjwa@aol.com 
To: R3 MountaintopC4EPA 

0 t /O6/2OM 1 1 9 2  cc: 
AM Srtbjwt: Clammefits on draft programmatic EIS on muntaint 

remwal coal miain 

Dear Mr. Fomn, 

We hdve had it with the pdution iu our tnratm, air, and the 
disastmus flooding! !! 

Do something that you how is right!!! S1 
Don't let m n e y  rule over human and environmental rights! l l 

PROTECT WEST VIRGINIA'S NATURAL BEAUTY, 4TS V ALUARIE AND LIFE 
SUSTAINING R.ESOURCP3, AND THE HEALTH AND SAFETY 03: I'T'T; 
RESIDEXTS 

Cheteatt McCoy 
218 Ely Fork Rd 
S u m e ~ o ,  West Virginia 25557 

EC: 

Senator John Rmkefeller 
Representative Nick b h a l  t 
Senator Robert Byrd 

- 
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Harold McCurdy Howard M c F m  

796 W Outer- Drive 
Oak Ridge, TN 

December 16,2003 REG'D DEC 2 2 

The commEmities and mountains o f  Appdachia me too precious to subject to the 
devastation of mountaintop m o d .  I 

- 
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Dear Sir or Madam: 

I am fim111nr wttk the rornnterrts f i l d  hy the West V~rginm. Ffgkiands Cons~wancp. T ag;rPe wtrh 
those conments and ~ s f r  to adopt them as my own 

John hlcFertin 
114 Beckley Avcnuc 
H~ckley, %'V 25W1 

s bi8;-bu$urerrs-kaoob5-b& phjlaaophy. 

mandcnncIcan&iratzd~,dati%p~a~wdftht 
campip cofltrib- Pkme do your job. 

-- - 
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REC'D DEE 2 2 
& h m w :  

"M. McGwr*" 
<mmdw@cb~ier,ue To: R3 h$uemtanlup@EPA 
t 3  cc: I&fAGTNFMEW@ml.com 

Subject: Mouutain Top Removal 
08/36 Jfl? l t ,45 PM 

Rlr John Form, I TSEPA 

Et 1s gmssly unfair to the citizens af West Virginia to pollute and defixm our beautiful 
state by scraping off the tops of mountaim said dumping d ~ e  n~bbb in our mouatsm 
streams. In the process, owners of ~djacent lands have heir prop* irdueii 
&s troycd as we11. 

The interests of the state a d  the majority nf its people me being tr_ampled order to 
eahaace the profits of die cod industry. 

I believe &at the majority of W"V voters will mmeniber this blatant 
11% justice the next h e  we go to the 
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Margaret McGinnis Judith MeHugh 

jhmwva@aol corn 
f o' RS klounh~ntop@EF?A 

01B2/2004 05 51 c;c 
PM Subject Cornrnmt8 on Draft prqrammat~c En:nvrronm~;ntal Impact 

Skaternsnt on mountaintop 
removal caal rnlnlng 

Everyone knows how d&ruot-we mountaintop removal mining I$ to 
forests, stream and wrldiife I find it h r d  to believe that my 
Pres~cJent ts not tfytng to find some way to wduce tts tmpact, 
but rmtead 18 enceruragtng it to take place faster 

Thank you sincerely, 

Judith McWugh 

Judith MoWwgh 
2008 Northwood Road 
Charleston, Wt Vlrgtnta 25314 
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Dear Mr. J o b  Forren, Project Manager$ 

Dean Mr. Forren, 

Dear Forren: 

Sincerely, 
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Bonnie MeKcom Cathe McLaughlin 

Please stop!!!! 

-- 
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----- Forwarded by David Edern31USEPAiUS on 01/12/2004 02~49 PM ----- 

Couinna 'll~erese 
McMrtcktn To: R3 IblauntarntaK4EPA 
-;ctncmckii@darErwing.u cc: 
oregon.edu> Subject: DrRSf MTWVF EIS comment 

January 6, 

Dear Mr, Form, 

I am writing today to share my comments on the draft Environmentd 
Impact Statement on mountaintop removal zlningivalley fills released 
May 29,2003. The I > E E  claims to work toward "[effecting] better 
environmental prote&un for mountamtop mtning and valley fill 
operatrons." ' h e  draft'% studies arlrculate die wrdespread, 
tmversible ccofogicai damngc: c a u d  by MTRNF practices. 
Nevertl~eless, the altmstives proposed in the draft suggest a 
weakening of current laws and regulations in favor of developing 8 

more efficient mining process, Th is  srnteci plrpose of and the 
recotmendations inad$ within the DEIS are in coaflict with one another. 

I oppose khr allan~tivos wdlioed in the DEIS. I disagree with tho I 1 -5 
suggestion to dism~ss the qyl~cation of the IOU-R stream bi~ffer zone 
ideatifid in S M C M  to valley fill corrrjtruction, a d  J clialhge the 
le@macy ofa  DEISI- that fads to e x m m  a full-range of 
altmtatives as requimd by NEPA. The May 2003 DEB does no1 malym 
real altemtives to M T W F  mining. 'The 2003 DEB dismisses 
alternatives propsod tn the prdiminary draft [Janua~y 20011, which 
a n a l y d  placing real limits on the srte of mountaintop removal valley 
fills. Furthermore, the drafl fails to indude a No MTnrtfF Mining 
alternative. Considering 0te pnnanent ecological damage of MTRNF, 
the falling cod-related etnpioyment rates, md the dispmportionateiy 
high Met; of poverty in topcoal producing counties across 

Appalachia, a No WWF Mining alternative sl~ouid be a nonsidembioa 
in the DEIS. 

The M'I'R'VF J3S is the product of community oppositmt to condttions 
created by M?lUVP operations. 'lhse same cornmunlty groups call not 
for a stop to coal-minzng in general, but rather for an emd to the 
destructive nature of MTRlPVF operations. I M i e v e  that if the EfS is 
going to fi.dftIi either its cornmittneat to the original plaintif& m 
the Bragg V. Robertson case ur 11g obligation to a full-range of 
alternative as provided by NEPA, then the EIS is required to analyze a 
No M T W F  Mining altenlirtive. 

The agency-smctxoncd terms overhurrfen and tntcrburden reflect an 
official dimate that has favored a vision of Prppalachza as cod. 
Tltsse terms reduce the mixed mesophytic forest to a burden ahove or 
bt;.tween swms of coal, 'Elis nnrrow visron of the us@ a d  value of 
Appalachia's coalfields is qroduccsrt in the DEN It is reflected 
in tho fodoraf and state wgeacjes failure to considcr alternatives to 
MTWVf: cod-minmg. It 2s due to the agencies' tnab~l~ty  to we or 
evalu&e altemativw to MTRNF coal-mining, as eqltired by law under 
NEPA and requested by citizen-action groups, that 1 feel the curmt  
DEIS should he d e m d  insufhileat. I believe the study should he 
canlinued with additional ~tbntion paid to com~nunitjr-identiFr& 
impacts as wfl as corntmunity-bad alternatives to M T W F  mining. 

Sincerely, 

Codnna McMackin 
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Elizabeth McMahon James & &la McMillin 

I, along with mod other Kentuckians want you to stop dcslnrctivc 
mowitaintop removal minirq. 

Mountaintop remind cod mining is a form of strip mining in whxh 
coal 
companies searcb fox coal throughout 
hundreds 
of feet off the thetops of mountarns, pushing millions of tans of miarng 
waste 
rubble into surrounding valleys and burying hundreds of miles of 
dreams. The 
&I& administr~hon has released a drafi environmentd rmpnct 
st3lemerrt: 
assessing the effeds of mountaintop r.s?movsi mining that cnnfimv that 
t hc 
re~dting envirc~nmutal and mcial hams are severe and mody 
iweversible. 

More than 12110 tnilelr of st~arns already hiwe b n  buned, tiamaged or 
dest myed; 
hundreds of square miles of forested mountains flattened; and 
generations-old 
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communities of coalfiald residents have ken  forced from tlte~r homes 
by this 
extremely destructive mining practice. To avetd additional and 
sqprftc;tnt 
devastation of Iht Appalachian region's natural resources -- and of 
the 
communities that depend on those resources -- mountaintop removal must 
be much 
more strictly limttcd. Indocxi, without new limits on mountaintop 
removal. an 
additional 350 wuare m i l ~ s  of mountains, s t r m s .  and forests will 
soon be 
flattened nnd destroyed. 

Although the administration's environmental Impac% statement IS 

s t~ppsed to 
suggmf ways to lrmrt the e n ~ i r u n ~ a t a l  h a m  caused by mountaintop 
rcmovnl, the 
Rush administration 1s proposing just the oppsite; it wants io nltow 
~nountatntop ~e:moval to conti~iue asld even m k e  it 'easiera for cod 
mlrtlng 
conysnres to obtain permits for tbts form of nulung. 

Thzr, kind of typical double speak from this administration and 
trashmg of decades of" benefic~al envirionmental work bas got to stop 
from the inslrie out or we will be forced to change it from t.he outside 
with o w  votes in the ncxt election. 

Sincerely, 

James and Cstds McMilIin 

John Fomd 
U.S. EPA (3ES30) 
1650 Arr:fi Stmet 
Philadelphia, PA 19 103 

Thk lack of canw;m for tha% p p l e  and the enviromtrt i s  & even clerrrer when one reads the 
's~bmatives" #I, 2 or 3 
simply more idas  to mdkc fi 
protect our stream d foreert s. They will not proteci our co~munities. In fact, the 
feco-dations b e  no relation to the probicm$ caused by mountsintop removal mining atid 
vdlcy Fills as d o c u d  in tho studits- 

- 
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I mcw& fnnn middle Tennessee to eastern Keahrcky ten years &go anri wlur impressed by the 
p l d  ovet 
m l y ,  if ever, 

d. Tim p p b  ctursix1.g tlnis rampant nxin- 
including President Bush -do not live kt-$, do not have to see it, are st no risk of htrvr'ng 
k i r  homes, property, and their very lives destroyact by it. We must stop mounulintop removal 
before there an no mountains IeA to move.  

It is imperative thrtt the government pay very cloac attendon to its own report. Not only we 
not relax the c atjons, we dm need additianal ~ - c t i o n s  and enforcement 

allo\ltc?d to continue a! a cod e W m  method. 
is ecbnomidly the leasl beneficial method to thr: 

Tlmk you for your dm, 

3. -9 

cc: Resident G e o r ~  W. Bush 

Cear Mr. Fsrren, 

T h a n k s  fo r  your time. 

Shawn Magher 
* * + * + * + I *  I 

PN~dlC'iP4 RI JLPS QAY S : 
i aia O C P O J ~ + ~  t n  ai iy changer  tha t  ~ a ~ ? r i  weaken the Lnw: 2nd r e p u 1 a t i o . z ~  
t h l t  11-10 
prg t f?~ ; t  c ) ~ r  xiyexz and nt.rsaxis f r o m  t h e  ef fec ts  t;f n i ~ ? u r $ t 3 i n t 3 p  :5 i l i i l i~2  f 
arid va l l ey  
f i l l s .  &s a .cri;t.it., I am opp~ced  to r s c h  of t h e  alternativ~s e w 1 ~ a t r l l  1-5 
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%'a: ?e, ;%ur f'preferred al b ~ r n n t i v u "  2~.:tuld c lear ly  i r ~ r e a s e  the clarmp 
f u. c:o nc +: i; t a .L r;  ~ o y  
m i 1 1  i n q  hy e l  i rninrrt-  i n;-j ti:? Siirl'aca Yir i n g  i"ontlr-oi r ? r l  Pe,i::qitit-ion Rr:T1c. 
i21; ter  
zoce  r:rle th;.at prck ib i t s  n i i r i i t q  a : : t i v i t i e s  t h a t  :iisturl; any area w i t h i n  
100 f ee t  
~f larr,re!: strc.csli!s, e1imi1iafiii.q t h e  ci:rrent J . i l r r i t  oil usirig nationwide 
p r m i  t s t u 
approve %:alley E i l l a  i n  H r s t  V i r g i n i a  t h a t  ass Larger tkan 250  acrus, 
S K ~  gLvirig 
the Office gf Surface Mining  a s i g n i f i c a n t  llcw r3l.e in Cl.ean Water ACE 
per t:;i t t i n q  
fni. x a u n t a i n t o p  mi.r.ing ;a x3l.e i.t :Ems not ha:.* undes curuen:: 1 . a ~ ) .  
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Dear Mr, J o b  Forren, Project Manager, 

1 worked in Applachia In the early '709, and I saw the devastating 
effects of stnp miaiag.And 1 revrs~ted Kenh~cky last p a r  -near 
Hyden and again saw the ~ I o g i c a f  trntlrrta of the coal companies on the 
environment.. I urge you no2 to support mauataintop ~~mosral. 
Barbara Mendelsohn 
16 1 E. Valley View 

Ashfami, OR 97520 
Bart>ara@StorylineApts.com 
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